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facing each other at either end of it, and together rub
another piece of bamboo on the horizontal piece, one of
them holding the wrists of the other and both pressing
down firmly till fire is elicited.1

In the first at least of these customs, it is plain, the con-
ception of the fire-sticks as male and female has been logic-
ally carried out by requiring the male fire-stick to be worked
by a man and the female fire-stick to be held by a woman.
But opinions seem to differ on the question whether the fire-
makers should be wedded or single. The Djakuns prefer
that the man should be married and the woman unmarried ;
on the other hand, the Slavs of the Schar Mountains clearly
think it better that both should be single, since they entrust
the duty of making the fire to a boy and girl. In so far as
the man's part in the work is concerned, some of our Scottish
Highlanders agree with the Djakuns at the other end of the
world ; for the natives of Lewis " did also make use of a fire
called Tin-egin^ i.e. a forced fire, or fire of necessity, which
they used as an antidote against the plague or murrain in
cattle; and it was performed thus : all the fires in the parish
were extinguished, and then eighty-one married men, being
thought the necessary number for effecting this design, took
two great planks of wood, and nine of them were employed
by turns, who by their repeated efforts rubbed one of the
planks against the other until the heat thereof produced
fire; and from this forced fire each family is supplied with
new fire, which is no sooner kindled than a pot full of water
is quickly set on it, and afterwards sprinkled upon the people
infected with the plague, or upon the cattle that have the
murrain. And this they all say they find successful by
experiment: it was practised in the main land, opposite to
the south of Skie, within these thirty years."2 On the
other hand, the Germans of Halberstadt sided with the
South Slavs on this point, for they caused the forced fire, or
need fire, as it is commonly called, to be made by two chaste
boys, who pulled at a rope which ran round a wooden

1  Ch. Gilhodes, "La Culture mate"ri-      Western   Islands   of    Scotland,"   in
elle des Katchins (Birmanie)," Anthro-      Pinkerton's   Voyages and Travels^ iii.
pos, v. (1910) p. 629.                                6xi.      The  first edition  of Martin's

work was published in 1703, and the

2  M.  Martin's "Description of the      second in 1716.